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him;   a good general reputation, freedom from  debt
and  scandal, and the elective voice of the 'Harah*
town-quarter, or of the village, constitute his sole and
sufficient  diploma.    Any further  acquirements,   often
not inconsiderable, are his own individual affair.    And
accordingly, while low in social and high in official
rank, he is high in popular influence and conventional
position.    In fact, the influence exercised by these men
is apt to be under-estimated by those men who, from
the  very absence  of outward and  distinctive  signs,
are unacquainted with their numbers, and whose ear
fails to distinguish in the familiar tones of daily life
the respect with which they are looked up to by the
multitude.    But that respect is not less real; and on
the occurrence of any public event, from the gathering
outside the village for the prayers ' in time of drought'
to the trooping together of an insurrection, some one
of this class is sure to come forward at once as the
natural leader  of the  people.    That  these men are
zealous, often bigoted, Mahometans, needs scarcely be
said.   And their voice is all the more listened to because
comparatively unpaid for by stipends or emoluments;
things which exist, indeed, but in proportions so micro-
scopical that they can at most be considered an adjunct,
not a motive.    Their zeal has thus the full credit of
purity,  and is  founded,   so  at   least   their followers
believe, in knowledge and practice.    Were they a caste
apart, with means  and interests  of their  own, they
would be much  less  influential, among the  men  at
least.

The decided preference given by Islam to marriage
over celibacy, or rather its unequivocal reprobation of
the latter, leaves no one unmarried in the learned
classes, 'Molla/ 'Imam/ or other. The women are,
however, in general of little consequence, hardly more